Calvinist church in Szamosujlak

The first written mention of the name Ujlak, in the form of Wylok, dates back to
1314. A document from 1329 reports the completion of the construction of a church
dedicated to Saint John the Baptist, which was probably built by the Zombok family
of the Gut-Keled generation, and to whom the village belonged since the 13th century.
Its name is already mentioned in a papal tithe list from 1332, which is an indication of
a functioning parish.

Around 1545, the people of Szamosljlak adopted the Reformation from the
group of reformers residing in the court of Gaspar Dragffy in Erdéd. Between 1589
and 1596, the Catholics and the Reformed living in the village strived for the church.
At first, it was altered to a puritan church by the Reformed, and following that, it was
reconstructed by the Catholics. Finally, the church became the property of the Re-
formed, and after some time, the people of the village also converted to Reformed
religion.

The early Gothic style church is located behind the embankment of the river -
Szamos, on the outskirts of the village. Despite the reconstructions implemented later,
its layout and character originating from the early 1300s are clearly indicated. The
sanctuary closing in three sides of an octagon is attached to a square-based tower-
less nave by a triumphal arch. The church almest entirely preserves its medieval form.

It was built in the Middle Ages, in two construction phases.

According to the polygonal closing of the 'sanctuary, it is probable that the first
construction phase implemented not much earlier than the late 13th century or
the early 14th centu[y:f-ﬁié a result, it is possible that the present building is the same
as the church of Saint John the Baptist mentiefied in 1329. To the northem side
of the sanctuary, the approximately squar d vestry is attached, which is the
reconstruction’ of the previously demolished part of the building. The vestry and the
sanciuary are linked with a Gothic style stone-framed door.
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Két orszag, egy cél, kézos siker!
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