Calvinist church in Nagyszekeres

The rivers Tiaza, Szamoa and Krassna brought both protection and destruction to the Upper Tieza
region. In the arma of the rivers, the swamp werld that came to existence due fo inland waters and flioods
provided shefter against the hosta coming from Asia and Europe. The regiona of Szatmar-Bereg, Rétkiz and
Myiri-Mezdaég were the empires of the waters until the 18th century, when the reguiation of rivers began.
Despite the difficulties, the empire of the waters and the swamp world provided protection. This fact makes
the built heritage of the region unique, as due to that isolation, the heritage of the Middle Ages had a chance
to aurvive those bloody times. The wide rmnge of medieval churches and the small village settlement atructure,
which i3 unique in the Great Plain, are tracea of that. An ultimate trace of that swamp world can be seen in the
2 surmoundings of the Reformed church in Magyszskeres.

The church dedicated to the Virgin was built on a small island surrounded by the atreama Gogd and
Szenke. According to its name, which has bﬁm&uﬁm the late 12th century, the village was inhabited
by royal servants, coachmen. Criginally, the-t century late Gothic style building also provided protection
functions. In the past, a wooden bridge led to the island, and until the 18th century, it could only be
by that. In those days, the island)n‘és surmounded by a palisade. In the Middle Ages, and also during the
Turkish occupation, Nagyazeke was located along a very important trade route that linked Transyivania
with northeastern mountain 3. A3 a resdt the relaﬁvely largely populated vilage suffered a lot, and in
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to the lack of competence on the other. A3 a solution, they were mostly repl more simpde structures in
the form of flat- or cassette-style ceilings made of wood. 'I'hen'ledleual sanctuary in the church of
Nagyszekeres was also destroyed somewhers in the New Age.——
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The reconstruction of the medieval vault required mpeterl;_arii{i;diﬁon to other factors. Thank Ged,
it waa poasible to identify the exact locationa of the criginal consolea and wall columns. The |den11ﬁcahm
 process was also supported by the identification NembertFiat the stonscuttera had carved into the tops and
~ _bottoms of certain elements so that the masons would be able to determine their exact positions. The church
wasa restored between 1984 and 19BE by the Mational Office of Cultural Heritage. On the basis of the astone
elements, which were found during the excavations prior to the reconstruction process, several concepta
concemning the restoration of the vault were borm. Out of those concepts, the seemingly most authentic was
pa'ﬁaltyirpbnﬂ"fédvﬁhtt‘emediheuﬁgiwElements.Theapamdﬂﬁnetwcrkafﬁbsweremtbrﬂmd,
that ia, the sa-called vault caps, which originally were compulsory elements of the vault, were not reinatalled.
The form of the consiructed vault was widespread in cerlain regions of Central Europe in the 15th century and
the early 16th certury. In addition, several examples of thia are also known in the temritory of the Kingdom of
_Hungary. The Calvinist congregations had atrengthened by the end of the 18th century, so there were painted
furniture in every churches acroas the Upper-Tiaza region, eg: the table of the lord, the pulpit, and generally the
wooden ceiling, the gallery, the clerical chairs and the benches. Their producers today are called painter-join-
ers, they were actually canpenters, who could decorate their worka with painting. Gabor Odor Vasvar was the
most employed joiner-painter of the region, he made the pulpit in Nagyszekerea in 1773, and the gallery as
well, but only 10 years after. "
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